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EpREs. 1. 11. Wr 
V works all Things after the Counſel 

of his own Will. 

H laſt Week gave me the awful Aſſurance 
of the ſudden and unexpected Death of that 

moſt excellent and amiable Man and Mi- 


niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, the Rev. Mr Samuel Davies, 
Preſident of the College of Naſſau-Hall in New- 
Jerſey, by a moſt moving and melting Letter from 
a Gentleman of Philadelphia, an Acquaintance of 
Mr Davies, and who well knew his Worth, to a 
Correſpondent of the Gentleman's here in London. 

A greater Los, all Things conſidered, could 
not perhaps befal the Church of God in the Death 
of a ſingle Perſon. The God of Nature had en- 
dowed Mr Davies with extraordinary Talents. 
Perhaps in Sublimity and Strength of Genius there 
were very few, if any, who ſurpaſſed him. To 
the brighteſt and richeſt Intellects Mr Davies had 
ſuperadded the Improvements of. Science, and a 
large Acquaintance with Books, and poſſibly, had 
he lived, there would have been ſcarcely a Man in 
our World who had been a more accompliſhed 
Divine, or a more eminent Scholar. His Cha- 
racter in Life was wonderfully accommodated bath 
to his natural and acquired Abilities. He was 
Preſident of New-Ferſzy College, in the Diſcharge 
of which Office there would have been a Demand 
for the Exertion of his amazing Talents, and the 
Exhibition of all his Treaſures of Literature and 
4 A 2 | Knowledge, 


| The Operations of God fhown 
Knowledge. Thus as he was a Star of the firſt 
Magnitude, ſo he was placed in a Situation where 
he might have ſhone without any Waſte of his diſ- 
tinguiſhed and ſupereminent Glories. 

But what crowned. all, or advanced his Diſtinc- 
tion as a Man and a Scholar into the higheſt Va- 
lue and Luſtre, was, that his pious Character ap- 
peared not at all inferior to his great Intellects, 
and acquired Accompliſhments. Nay, (let me 
not be thought, for I intimately knew him, to 
exceed the Limits of Truth in the Ardor of my 
Friendſhip) his pious Character as much ſurpaſſed 
all elſe that was remarkable in him, as the ſpark- 
ling Eye in the Countenance of a great Genius 
does all the other Features of the Face. If Mr 
Davies's good Senſe and Learning were the Pictures 
of Silver, his Graces and Virtues were the Apples 
of Gold *. CES | 
_ © Here let me ftay awhile; and, though I can 
only at prefent give you a few Outlines of his Piety 
and amiable Diſpoſition, yet let me be allowed to 
preſent you with ſuch a View of him as ſhall not 
only be ſufficient to demonſtrate him to be the beſt 
of Men and Miniſters, but as ſhall leave room for 
ydu to conclude that great Additions might be 
made to his Character by Perſons who had a longer 
Acquaintance with him than myſelf, and the col- 

lected Teſtimonies of the Friends who were favoured 
with his intimate Correſpondence. 
Ne informed me in one of his Letters, for ! 
was honoured with a cloſe Intimacy with him ſe- 
veral Lears, that he was bleſſed with a Mother 
« whom he might account, without filial Vanity 
* or Partiality, one of the moſt eminent Saints he 
* ever knew upon Earth. And here, ſays he, I 
* cannot but mention to my Friend an Anecdote 
« known but to few, that is, that I am a Son of 
; | « Prayes, 
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* Prayer, like my Namefake Samuel the 3 
« and my Mother called me Samuel becauſe ſhe 
« ſaid, I have aſked him of the Lord, 1 Sam. i. 20. 
« This early Dedication to God has always been a 
r ſtrong Inducement to me to devote myſelf to 
Him by my own perſonal Act; and the moſt 
* important Bleſſings of my Life I have looked 
<« upon as immediate Anſwers to the Prayers of a 
« pious Mother. But, alas ! what a degenerate 
« Plant am 11 How unworthy of ſuch a Parent, 
« and ſuch a Birth!” 155 | 
From the Accounts Mr Davies gave of himſelf 
in the Converſation that paſſed berween us when 
he was here in England, I learnt, as the Inference 
from related Fact, that he muſt have been very 
aſſiduous in his Studies. When he was about en- 
tering the Miniſtry, he was judged to be in a deep 
and irrecoverable Conſumption. Finding himſelf 
upon the Borders of the Grave, and — any 
Hopes of Recovery, he determined to f. the 
little Remains of an almoſt exhauſted Life in en- 
deavouring to advance his Maſter's Glory in the 
Good of Souls. Accordingly he removed from 
the Place where he was to another about an Hun- 
dred Miles Diſtance, that was then in Want of a 
Miniſter. Here he laboured in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon ; and, as he told me, preached in the Day, 
and had his Hectic Fever by Night, and that to 
fuch a Degree as to be ſometimes delirious, and 
to ſtand in Need of Perſons to fit up with him. 
Here God gave him ſome glorious Firſt-fruits of 
his Miniſtry ; and two Inftances particularly of the 
Converſion of two Gentlemen he related to me 
were very remarkable, and he had the Satisfaction, 
as he informed me, to find in the After-Accounts 
of them, that there was good Reaſon to believe 
that they were Saints indeed, their Goodneſs being 


by 


6 The Operations of God ſhown 
by no Means lite the Graſs upon the Houſe-tops, 
which withers afore it grows up, and with which the 
Mower fills not his Hand *, but yielding the Fruits 
meet for Repentance in an holy and well-ordered 
Converſation. | 
Afterwards he was ſent as a Miſſionary into 
Virginia, a Colony where Profaneneſs and Immo- 
rality called aloud for his ſacred Labours. His 
Patience and Perſeverance, his Magnanimity and 
+ Piety, together with his powerful and evangelical 
Miniſtrations, were not without Succeſs. 'The 
Wilderneſs and the ſolitary Places, in the Courſe. 
of his Stay there, bloomed and bloſſomed before 
him. His Tract of Preaching, if I remember 
right, for ſome Time was not leſs than Sixty 
Miles, and by what I have learnt, though not from 
himſelf, bur little had he of this World's Goods to 
repay his zealous and indefatigable Labours ; but 
his Reward, as he well knew, was in Heaven; and 
he felt, I doubt not, the animating Joy that every 
Negroe-Slave, which under his Miniſtrations be- 
came the Lord's Freeman, would furniſh an addi- 
tional Jewel to his eternal Crown, | 
Upon the Deceaſe of that excellent Man the 
Rev. Mr Fonathan Edwards, Preſident of the Col- 
lege of Naſſau-Hall in New-Ferjey, Mr Davies 
writes me Word, that Mr Lockwood in New Eng- 
land, a Gentleman of worthy Character, was choſen 
to fill up the Vacancy. * I have not yet heard, 
« ſays Mr Davies, whether he has accepted the 
« Place. The Truſtees were divided between him, 
Mr Finley and myſelf, but I happily eſcaped.” 
But fo it was ordered, by Mr Lockwood*s not ac- 
cepting the Invitation, that Mr Davies was after- 
wards elected Preſident of the College; and what 
Concern, and indeed what Conſternation this Choice 
S 


» Plal, cxxix, 6, 7. 
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ve him, his Letters to me amply teſtify; and I 
could particularly relate to you what Views he had 
of Things, and what Steps he took to determine 
what was his Duty. At laſt he accepted the Call 
to his important Office of preſiding in the College; 
and tells me in a Letter, dated Zune 6, 1759, 
« That the Evidence of his Duty was ſo plain, 
de that even his ſceptical Mind was fatisfied ; and 
« that his People ſaw the Hand of Providence in 
« jt, and dared not to oppoſe.” 

Here he was ſettled for about Eighteen Months 
and as he could exerciſe his Minittry as well as 
preſide over the College, great Things might have 
been expected from that rare and remarkable 
Union there was in him of what was Great and 
Good; and with Pleaſure I have received the In- 
formation from his Friends how well he ſupported 
and adorned his Character, and what high Expec- 
tations were formed as to the Benefit and Bleſſing 
he was likely to prove to that Seminary of Reli- 
gion and Learning. His whole Soul, ſays the 
Letter that gives the News of his Death, was 
« engaged for the Good of the Youth under his 
« Care.” And again, Naſſau- Hall in Tears, 
« diſconſolate, and refuſing to be comforted.” 

But, alas! in the midſt of his Days, (I con- 
jecture from former Compariſon of our Ages about 
Thirty-eight or Thirty-nine Years) he was called 
away from this but opening Scene of large and 
extraordinary Uſefulneſs to the inviſible World, 
the World of Glory and Bleſſedneſs, never to ſo- 
Journ in mortal Clay, or to irradiate and bleſs the 
Church Militant more. He is dead, he is de- 

rted — America in Groans proclaims her inex- 
preſſible Loſs, and we in Great Britain ſhare the 
Diſtreſs, and echo Groan for Groan. | = 

us 
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Thus ended the Days on Earth of this truly 
reat and good Man, having in his little Circle of 
ife ſhed more Beams, and done more Service 


than many a languid and leſs illuminated Soul, 


even in a public Sphere, in the Revolution of 
Sixty or Fourſcore Years. 
Truly Great and Good I may ſtile him without 
the Suſpicion of Flattery, and without the Flight 
of Hyperbole. Let me call to your Remembrance, 
as Proofs of what I ſay, the excellent Diſcourſes he 
has delivered in this Pulpit, and the ſeveral Ser- 
mons of his which have been publiſhed, ſtrong in 
manly Senſe, loaden with full Ideas, rich with 
evangelical Truth, and animated with the moſt _ 
facred Feryor for the Good of Souls. And to theſe 
Evidences of the admirable Spirit that dwelt in 
him, let me add a few Paragraphs from the many 
Letters with which, in the Courſe of about Eleven 
Years Correſpondence, he has favoured me. 
Speaking in one of his Letters concerning his 
Children, he ſays; © I am folicitous for them 
« when I conſider what a contagious World they 
<& have entered into, and the innate Infection of 
<« their Natures, There is nothing that can wound 
«.a Parent's Heart ſo deep, as the Thought that 
c he ſhould bring up Children to diſhonour his 
4 God here, and be miſerable hereafter. I beg 
<< your Prayers for mine, and you may expect a 


7 «« Retaliation in the ſame Kind.” 


In another Letter he ſays, We have now 
ce three Sons and two Daughters, whoſe young 
« Minds as they open I am endeavouring to cul- 


* tivate with my own Hand, unwilling to truſt 


<« them to a Stranger; and I find the Bufineſs of 
* Education much more difficult than I expected. 
My dear little Creatures fob and drop a Tear 

| | & now 
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now and then under my Inſtructions, but I am 
not ſo happy as to ſee them under deep and laſt- 
ing Impreſſions of Religion ; and this is the 
greateſt- Grief they afford me. Grace cannot 
be communicated by natural Deſcent, and if it 
could they would receive but little from me. I 
earneſtly beg your Prayers for them.” | 
In another, Letter, I defire ſeriouſly to devote 
to God ahd my dear Country all the Labours 
of my Head, my Heart, my Hand and Pen, 
and if he pleaſes to bleſs any of them I hope I 


ſhall be thankful, and wonder at his condeſcend- 


ing Grace: Oh! my dear Brother, could we 
ſpend and be ſpent all our Lives in painful, diſ- 
intereſted, indefatigable Service for God and the 
World, how ſerene and bright would it render 
the ſwift approaching Eve of Life! I am la- 
bouring to do a little to ſave my Country, and, 
which is of much more Conſequence, to fave 
Souls thoſe precious, immortal Things, Souls 
from Death from that tremendous Kind of 
Death, which a Soul can die. I have but little 
Succeſs of late, but bleſſed be God, it ſurpaſſes 
my Expectation, and much more my Deſert. 
Some. of my Brethren, particularly Mr Henry 
and Mr Wrigbt, labour to better Purpoſe. The 
Pleaſure of the Lord proſpers in their Hands.” 
Another Epiſtle tells me, “As for myſelf, I 
am. juſt ſtriving not to live in vain. I entered 
the Miniſtry with ſuch a Senſe of my Unfitneſs 
for it, that I had no ſanguine Expectations of 
Succeſs. And a condeſcending God (O, how 
condeſcending !) has made me much more ſer- 
viceable than I could hope. But, alas! my 
Brother, I have bur little, very little true Reli-. 
ion, My Advancements in Holineſs are ex- 
tremely ſmall, I feel what I confeſs, and am 
B « ſure 
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6c 


cc 


cc 


ſure it is true, and not the Rant of exceſſive or 
affected Humility. It is an eaſy Thing to make 
a Noiſe in the World, to flouriſh and harangue, 
to dazzle the Crowd and ſet them all agape, but 


deeply to imbibe the. Spirit of Chriſtianity, to 


maintain a ſecret Walk with God, to be holy 


as he is holy, this is the Labour, this the Work. 


I beg the Aſſiſtance of your Prayers in ſo grand 


and important an Enterprize. —— The Difficulty 


of the Miniſterial Work ſeems to grow upon my 


Hands. Perhaps once in three or four Months 


I preach in ſome meaſure as I could wiſh; that 
is, I preach as in the Sight of God, and as if I. 


were to ſtep from the Pulpit to the ſupreme 
Tribunal. I feel my Subject. I melt into 
Tears, or I ſhudder with Horror, when I de- 

nounce the Terrors of the Lord. I glow, I 


7 ſoar in ſacred Extaſies, when the Love of Jzsvs. 


40 


46 
0 


is my Theme, and as Mr Baxter was wont to 


expreſs it in Lines more ſtriking to me than all 


the fine Poetry in the World; 


I preach as if I neer ſhould preach again,; 
Aud as a dying Man to dying Men. 


«Cc 
cc 
cc 


But, alas! my Spirits ſoon flag, my Devotions 


languiſh, and my Zeal cools. It is really an 


afflictive 1 that I ſerve ſo good a Maſter 
with ſo much Inconſtancy; but ſo it is, and my 
Soul mourns upon the Account.” 

In another Letter he ſays, „I am labouring to 


do a little Good in the World. But, alas! I 


find I am of little Uſe or Importance. I have 
many Defects, but none gives me ſo much Pain 


and Mortification as my ſlow Progreſs in per- 


ſonal Holineſs. ' This is the grand Qualification 
for the Office we ſuſtain, as well as for that 
| Heayen 
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Heaven we hope for, and I am ſhocked at my- 
« felf when J ſee how little I have of it.“ 

In one of his Letters he acquaints me, ** That 
4 he indeed feels an Union of Hearts which can- 
&* not bear without Pain the Intervention of the 
« huge Atlantic, nor even the Abſence of a Week. 
« But our condeſcending Lord, adds he, calls his 
« Miniſters Sars, and he knows beft in what Part 
« of the Firmament of the Church to fix them: 
<« and (O the delightful Thought!) they can nevet 
«© be out of the Reach of his Beams, though they 
<« ſhine in different Hemiſpheres with Regard to 
« each other. This leads me, undeſignedly, to a 
« Criticiſm on Jude 13, on which perhaps an 
« Aſtronomer would e the beſt Commentor. 
<« *Achpes U off 5 CipO- d oxiTes eig Toy alta 
„ relnpilar. Mandring Stars, to whom is reſerved 
<« the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, Perhaps an 
«© Afﬀtronomical Critic would obſerve that falſe 
Teachers are repreſented as planetaryor wandring 
c Stars that in their Eccentricities run out into 
« aft eternal Aphetion from the Sun of Righteouf- 
« neſs, beyond the Syſtem which he warms, illtr- 
« minates, and beatifies, and are conſtantly reced- 
ing from the Fountain of Light, Life and Bliſs, 
« and therefore muſt wander through the Black- 
< neſs of Darkneſs for ever; a Darkneſs unpierced 
ce by one Ray from the great Sun and Center of 
« the moral World — Blackneſs of Darkneſs, an 
« Abſtract predicated of an Abſtract. How 
« ploomy and ſtrong the Expreſſion !” 

One more Paſſage | ſhall conclude my Quotations 
from his Letters. I am very much pleaſed and 
affected, fays he, with the Subject of this Week's 
Study, and next Lords-Day's Entertainment, 
namely, A bruiſed Reed ſhall be not break, and 
« ' the 2 Flax ſhall he not quench. Soch a 

B 2 & bruiſed 
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« bruiſed Reed at beſt am I: a weak, oppreſſed, 
c uſeleſs Thing: a ftridens Stipula chat can make 
« no agreeable Melody to entertain my great Shep- 
« herd. Yet this bruiſed Reed J have Reaſon to 
hope he will not break, but bind up and ſup- 
« port. This ſhattered Pipe of Straw he will not 
« caſt away, but repair and tune to join in the 
« Angelic Concert on high. I am at beſt but 
4 (mocking Flax; a dying Snuff in the Candleſtick 
« of his Church; a Wick juſt put out in the Lamp 
« of his Sanctuary. The Flame of divine Love, 
« ſunk deep into the Socket of a corrupt Heart, 
* quivers, and breaks, and catches, and ſeems juſt 
4 expiring at Times. The Devil and the World 
0 raiſe many Storms to blow upon it. Ant yet 
«<- this ſmoking Flax where the leaſt Spark of that 
&« ſacred Paſſion ſtill remains which renders it more 
« ſuſceptive of his Love, as a Candle juſt put out 
4 but ſtill ſmoking, is eaſily rekindled. — This 
« ſmoking Flax he will not quench, but blow it to 
« a Flame, which ſhall ſhine; brighter and brighter 
« till it mingle with its kindred Flames in. the 
pure Element of Love.“ 

— thither this burning and ſhining Light i is 

now gone, and muſt illuminate the Tabernacle of 
our God on Earth no more. 
Judge you from theſe Paſſages, wrote in the Fre ree- 
dom of Friendſhip, and to one to whom he ſcru- 
pled not to lay open the Secrets of his Boſom, 
what a Loſs the. Church has ſuſtained, and how 
much our World is impoveriſhed by the Death of 
dear Mr Davies, in the Vigour of his Days, and 
in the Meridian of his Uſefulneſs. 

With how much Juſtice may we apply to him 
with a little Alteration an Epitaph which he com- 
poſed for a moſt beloved Friend of his, and an 


eminent Chriſtian *, AS 
| „ The 
# Captain Grant of Philadelphia, 
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+ The Colours of Expreſſion are too faint, 
« Let Thought deſcribe what Thought alone can 


aint : 
&« Think what the Chriſtian, Preacher, Friend 
ſhould be, 


« You've then his Character : for ſuch was He. 


Such a Blow, ſuch an uncommon and diſtreſſin 
Blow has been given in the Death of Mr Davies. 
And now what.ſhall we do? To what ſhall we re- 
cur, or to what Quarter ſhall we look for Help 
under ſuch an awful Providence ? My Advice is, 
that we ſhould ſeriouſly and attentively turn our 
Minds to the Paſſage of ſacred Writ which I men- 
tioned at the Beginning of my Diſcourſe. 

Who (that is, God) works all Things 460 the 
Counſel of bis own Will. 
Without enquiring into the Context, the Words 
may be regarded as a diſtin Propoſition. | He, 
that is, God, works. He works, or he works with 
Energy and irreſiſtible Power, in ſuch a Manner 
as none beſides Him either has Ability or Right 
to work, He works like himſelf, he works with 
the Omnipotence that belongs to Him, and which 
is his eſſential and diſtinguiſhing Attribute *. Far- 
ther, Not only does God work,” but he works all 
Things, all Things done by Him in Heaven and 
Earth, in all the Provinces of his vaſt Empire, all 
Things. in Nature, Providence, and Grace, all 
| | Things 
That the Word (Beagle) here tranſlated who works, 
contains in it that forcible Meaning which I have here aſcribed 
to it, we may learn from what the Critics have ſaid upon it. 
* Hac Voce ſignificatur Actio conjuncta cum Efficacia, & 
* gquidem ſumma, dur prohiberi nullo modo poſſit. LXX 
66. utuntur, Jai. xli. 4. Lei1cxivs in Verb. At Græca Vox 


% , magis ſonat, gjus/cujus Fi & Virtute unt omnia, h. e. omnia 
“ agentis ac moderantis.” Erasmus in Loc. Could we ad- 


mit of ſuch an Engliþ Word, the Original might be rendered 
hg energixes all Things, &c. git 
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Things in Time, and all Things in Eternity. And 
He works all Things after the Counſel of his own 
Will, that is, as He pleaſes. His Will is the Source 
of his Action. He gives an Account of his Mat- 
ters to none. None in the Army of Heaven, or 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth have any Au- 
thority to ſay unto Him, What doſt Thou? He 
depends upon none, but all, all Worlds and Beings 
depend upon Him, andtherefore noneare to preſume 
to dictate to Him or direct Him what is or what is 
not to. be done by Him. But obſerve, that though 
He works, and works all Things, and all this as 
He pleaſes, yet it is after the Counſel of his own 
Will We are to conſider God indeed as a great 
Sovereign, as Lord of All, 1 5 than the Higheſt, 
of ſupreme and unrivalled Perfection and Slory, 
ho is not to be called to the Tribunal of his Crea- 
tures, or to be queſtioned by them as to what He 
leaſes to perform, We are not to ſnatch the 
Sceptre or the Balance from his Hands, But yet 
this we may be aſſured of, that whatever God does 
is done not from a Kind of blind though omni- 
potent Neceſſity, or done in a Kind of Random, 
or by an unguided or unmeaning Exertion of 
Power; but that he works all Things after the 
Counſel, the Defign, or Wiſdom of his own Will *. 
2 75 5 Sauryey 


e Word (80033) here tranſlated Crunſ? may, according 


to the learned Stephens in his Theſaurus Grace Linguæ, be ren- 


dered a Decree, or Reſolution, a Counſel or Advice, whether good 

or bad, or a Corfiltation or Dehberation. If we underftand the 
Word here of Dreres or Reſalution as applied to God we are cer- 

-tain that ſueh a Derree or Neſolution in Deiey bad its Birth in 
Wiſdom, or in wo Way derogatery to it. If we interpret the 
Word of Counſel er Auvice, Who ſees not that Wiſdom is taken 

into the Account ? Ft is the Conſel, it is the Aauier of the God 
of unerring Wiſdom. But if we take the Word, and what for- 
bids that we ſhould not ſo tranſlate it, as denoting Conſultation 
or Deliberation, chen we are Ted in the ſtrongeſt Manner m_ 
2 LTI * ' e 
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Survey the great Jehovah as he is indeed in his 
own Nature, and in the Revelation he has made 
of himſelf. If He is ſovereign, and accountabla 
to none, yet He is wiſe, and infinitely wiſe. We 
are not to view God partially but as far as we 
can compleatly, as the Fountain of all Perfection, 
as containing in his Nature an Harmony of all that 
is excellent and glorious. He has a Right to do, 
and He can do whatſoever He pleaſes in all his 
wide · extended Dominions, yet what He pleaſes is 
always worthy of himſelf. He is the Aggregate, 
the Syſtem of Excellence, and one Attribute never 
diſplays itſelf to the Diminution or Eclipſe of an- 
other. As He is the greateſt, ſo He is the beſt 
af Beings. Wiſdom dwells eternally and eſſenti - 
ally in the divine Will, and who poſſeſſed of ſo much 
Reaſon as its unoriginated and indefectible Source? 
Though none can limit God, yet He, with Re- 
verence be it ſpoken, limits himſelf, limits himſelf 
by the Rule which infinite Wiſdom preſcribes to 
infinite Power. Hear the Accounts Scripture gives 
of Him. He is the Rock, bis Works are per fed, 
for all his Ways are Judęment; à Gad of Truth, 
and without Iniquity, juſt and rigbi is l (a). He is 
wiſe in Heart, as well as mighty in Strength (b). 
clude that the Will of God proceeds upon Wiſdom. Not that 
there is properly or ſtrictly any ſuch Thing as Conſultation or 
Deliberation in the divine Mind; but we may hereby conceive, 
ſpeaking of God after the manner of Men, that God when- 
he wills, wills in ſuch a wife Manner, and upon fuch worthy 
Reaſons, as if he had firft conſulted and deliberated with himielf 
what was proper to he done. Liberè quidem, quia ex Vo- 
luntate, A tamen etiam ſapienter & juſt quia ex Conſilio 
Voluntatis. Z anch. But becauſe (ſays the great Mr Houve] 
He orders all Things according to the Counſel of his Will; 
ve muſt conceive ſome weighty Reaſon did induce hereto. 
How 8's Redeemer's Dominion over the Invifible World, p. 72. 
Folio Edition, Vol. II. ' 


(a) Deut. xxxii 4. 0% Job E. „ 
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His Judgments are a great Deep (c), but they are 
Judgments, the Children of Wiſdom and Counſel 


ſtill. If Clouds and Darkneſs are round about bim, 


yet Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitation of 
his Throne (d). His Works are Truth, and his Ways 
Judgment (e). The Almighty will nol pervert Tudg- 
ments (F). His Ways are equal (g), directed by 
the ſtrait unerring Line of infinite Wiſdom. Be 
this then an eſtabliſhed Truth with us, that what- 
ever Perplexity and Darkneſs may encompaſs the 
divine Proceedings, that there is nothing which 
God does, that God who works all Things after the 
Counſel of bis own Will, but what is juſt and right 
and good, and that his every Action is no other 
than the Birth of conſummate Counſel, or that the 
Plan of Wiſdom is laid as the Foundation of all his 
Government. And particularly in ſuch an Event 
as we are now conſidering, the Removal of ſuch an 
excellent and worthy Perſon as Mr Davies from 
our World, in the Prime of Life, and at ſuch a 


Juncture as this, when there are ſo few ſurviving 


Perſons of ſuch Ability and Character we are to 
believe and own that, as the Blow was unqueſtion- 
ably given by God, it was perfectly right, and 
that not the leaſt Shadow or Suſpicion of Blame or- 
Wrong is to be aſcribed to the moſt High, moſt 
Holy, moſt Wiſe, moſt Faithful, and moſt Mer- 
ciful God. And even though we could not diſ- 
cern one Reaſon, one End of Wiſdom or Goodneſs 
anſwered by ſuch an awful Providence as we are now 
conſidering, yet ſtill we are not to doubt but that 
the All-wiſe as well as Almighty God has pro- 
ceeded upon Motives, though abſolutely impene- 

trable by us, worthy of himſelf; that he dwells in 


0 Dao — (4) 1 Xcvii. 2. 
e) Dan. iv. 37. * 
(2) Eck. wit be.” ) Job xxxiv 12. 
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the thickeſt Darkneſs, and that the Glories of his 
Perfections are inthroned at the Center, though 
not a Ray of them penetrates and breaks through, 
the external Veil. But perhaps upon a careful and. 
ſteady. Survey of this moſt afflictive abr 0s. oh 
we -may. attain to ſome Diſcovery of the Pu 
or Counſels of Deity in the Deceaſe of ſuch an ex- 
cellent Perſon as Mr Davies in the Prime of his 
Days, and in the very Height of his Uſefulneſs. 
And, though we are not to call the Lord of All 
to our Tribunal, yet perhaps we may not venture 
beyond our Line, or deviate from the Path of 
Duty, nay we may on the other hand be glori- 
fying God, as well as compoſing and comfo 
— — if with profound Humility and — 
rence we make the Enquiry, wherefore it is that 
God, obo works all Things after the Counſel of his 
own Will, is pleaſed to call away by Death the Ex- 
cellent-of the Earth in the Vigour of Life, and in 
the Meridian of their Services for the Glory of God 
and the Good of his Church. Theſe hard Myſte- 
ries may not upon a diligent Reſearch be altogether 
inexplicable, and theſe dark Paſſages of Providence 
upon a cloſe! Survey may appear illuminated with 
evident and illuſtrious Beams of Wiſdom and Love. 
Accordingly I ſhall endeavour, I truſt with a De- 
cency becoming a poor imperfect Creature ex- 
amining into the Ways of the moſt high and glo- 
rious God, to reſolve this Problem of Providence, 
« Why the Excellent of the Earth ſnhould be taken 
% away in the Flower or Prime of their Age, and 
& from the moſt enlarged Spheres of Uſefulneſs, 
« or what Inſtructions and Improvement we may 
e gather from ſuch ſeemingly unkind and unde- 
« ſirable Diſpenſations?” If Fob ſaid to his God, 
and we do not find he ou blamed for it, Shew 
me 
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ne wherefore thou contendeſt with me (b) If we 
are to bear the Rod, and that God who bas appoint- 
ed it (i)? And if in the Day of Adver fity wie are to 
cunſider (t), certainly we are ſo far from wander- 
ing out of the Path of Duty, that we are on the 
contrary found in it, when with a due Deference to 
Deity we not only acknowledge his Righteouſneſa, 
but talk with bim concerning 2 (J. And, 
(I.) In the Removal of the Exxellent of the 
Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and 
in the Height of their Uſefulneſs, we may be taught 
the wonderful Majeſty and independent Glories of 
the great God over all bleſſed for evermore. God 
wilt have it known, ſays the venerable Mr Howe 
on an Occaſion not unlike that which has given 
* KRiſe to our Diſcourſe “, that though he uſes In- 
« 'ſtruments, he needs them not. It is a Piece of 
& divine Royalty and Magnificence, that when he 
hath prepared and poliſhed ſuch an Utenſil, ſo 
« as to be capable of roar Service, he can lay it 
& by without Loſs.” God can maintain and carry 
on his own Cauſe, and anſwer his Counſels, with- 
out the Interpofition of his Creatures, or, if he 
pleaſes, he may employ only meaner Inftruments, 
and may call home from the Vineyard the ableſt 
and beſt of his Servants, to ſhew his Church he 
can accompliſh his Pleaſure without them. 
-- (2.) God may cut off the Excellent of the Earth 
in the Flower or Prime of their Days; and in the 
_ e e eue to endear and mag- 
nify his Power and Grace in unexpectedly raiſin 
up others amidſt the deſponding Fears we Aron 
of his People. When God takes away the Excellent 
pond” 5 of 


() Job x. 2. (i) Micah vi. . | 

(4) Eccl. vii. 14. r 

Hoabe's Redeemer's Dominion over the Inviſible World, 
on the Death of John Hoghron, Eſq; 
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of the Earth, ſuch as were moſt eminently formed 
for Service, in the midſt of their Days, the Church 
of Gad, the Friends of Zion, are apt to fink into 

Anxiety and Diſtreſs, and to ſay with Zion 
of old, The Lord has forſaken me, and my God bath 
forgotten me (n); or with Facob,” All theſe Things 
are againſt me (n). Now at the very Juncture 
when the People of God are thus dejected, when 
their Hearts are trembling for the Ark of the 
Lord, for God then to ariſe and to make the Time 
of his Church's Extremity the Time of his Mercy, 
in railing up others, and pouring out his Spirit 
upon them in a plentiful Effufion- of Gifts and 
Graces, how does he hereby moſt wonderfully il- 
luſtrate his Power and Love? His Light, his 
Favour towards Zion appears as it were with a 
double Brightneſs, thus breaking out from amidſt 
a Night of thick Darkneſs; and the Church of 
God: with a moſt lively and powerful Senſe of the 
divine Goodneſs acknowledges that God has done 
great Things for them vchich they looked not for, 
and that nothing but his own Arm, and his own 
Love, could have helped them in ſuch a diſtreſs- 
ing Seaſon. Hereby God is more eminently ſeen, 
and glorified, and the Work appears to be the 
Lord's, and is wonderful in his People's Eyes. 

(3.) God may take away the Excellent of the 
Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and 
in the Meridian af their Uſeſulneſs, to ſhew us 
more powerfully and affectingly the Vanity of the 
prefent State. God ſhews us the Vanity of the 
preſent Statt when he takes away Perſons in old 
Age, when they have reached their Threeſcore 
Years and ten, or Fourſcore Years, for by ſuch 
Inſtances we are taught what a mere Hands · breadth 
of Being this Life is, even in its utmoſt Extens, 
is. C 2 and 

(n) Iſa. xlix. 14. -(s) Gen, Xlii. 36. 
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and how ſoon our Exiſtence in this World will be 
terminated, even though it is protracted to its far- 
theſt Limit. But when Death, uſurping, as it 
were, by Violence the Sickle from the delaying 
Hands of Time, cuts off Perſons in the Bloom or 
in the Prime of Life, then is the Vanity of the 
preſent State preached to us in the moſt ſtriking, 
affecting manner. And if with the Bloom of 
Youth or Prime of Manhood great intellectual 
Abilities and fuperior acquired Accompliſhments, 
diſtinguiſhed Piety and moſt enlarged Uſefulneſs, 
ate cut off, then, in the moſt ſolemn awful Ac- 
cents, is the Vanity of the preſent State proclaimed 
to us, and our Ears receive the Leſſon, not in 
ſoft Whiſpers, not in a common Voice, but in 
Peals of Thunder, Then we hear the Cry ſound- 
ing, as it were, in an overwhelming and irreſiſti- 
ble Energy, All Hleſb is Graſs, and all the Good- 
lineſs thereof is as the Flower of the Field : the 
Graſs withers, the Flower fades, becauſe the Spi- 
rit of the Lord blows upon it (o). I ſee a Man 
in the Vigour and Strength of Conſtitution, a 
Man ennobled beyond the common Multitude by 
a bright and lively. Imagination, by a clear and 
piercing Judgment, by a manly and commanding 

loquence : I ſee a Man ſuperior to his Fellow- 
. Chriſtians and his Fellow. Miniſters, by a moſt ſub- 
lime, ſteady, rational, and uniform Piety, and by 
an unextinguiſhable Zeal, and indefatigable La- 
'bour for the Glory of God and the Good of Souls, 
this Man, thus richly furniſhed- and qualified, is 
taken away by a ſudden Stroke, or after a, few 
Days IIlneſs, and an End, an utter End is put to 
all his Luſtre and Benefit in our World. What 
Inference reſults from all this, but that all is Va- 
nity here below? If the beſt we meet with on 
| Earth 

fe) Iſa, xl. 6, 7. | fm) 
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Earth is thus fugitive and uncertain, if it may ſo 


ſoon be gone, for ever gone from us, then verily 
every Man at his beſt Eſtate, and the beſt of Men 
too, are "altogether Vanity (p). The Pearls and 
Jewels of our World may be as ſoon taken from 
at as the Dirt and Droſs. There is Mortality, 
there is Death in my choiceſt Enjoyments. I ſee 
that the tall Cedar may be cut down as well as the 
humble Plant. Stars of the firſt Magnitude, as 
well as the ſmaller Orbs,- may quit the Skies, and 
vaniſh from my Sight. Death makes no Diſtinc- 
tion between Good and Bad, between the Greateſt 
and Meaneſt, the Beſt and Worſt. Nov he hurls 
his Dart at the poor Peaſant, and now he bends it 
at the Monarch on his Throne. Now his Shaft 
ſmites the Chriſtian in his private Walks of Life, 
and now his unerring Stroke lays the eminent Ge- 
nius, Scholar, and Miniſter in the Duſt. Al Things, 
in this Senſe, come alike to all (q). And is this the 
Caſe, do the Floods of Death alike overwhelm the 
ſtately and richly freighted Ship, as the ſmall Bark 
or Boat, then why ſhould I doat upon the Crea- 
ture? If I build my fond Expectations of Peace 
and Comfort upon the beſt of Men, I build upon 
the Sand. My deareſt Friendſhips, and richeſt 
Joys on Earth may be daſhed in pieces in an Hour, 
in a Moment. All on Earth is Shadow, and when 
I look even to the very beſt it can afford, I ſee the 
ſame Vanity and Frailty there, which are common 
to lower and meaner Things. 

(4.) God may cut off the Excellent of the Earth 
in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the 
Height of their Uſefulneſs, to bring our Hearts 
into a nearer and. more intimate-Dependence upon 
himſelf. How pleaſed are we apt to be with our 
Enjoyments here below, and eſpecially with our 
(p) Pſal, xxxix. 5. 4 ) Eccl. ix. 2. 
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zous Friendſhips and Connections? And it may 

that we are in ſuch Caſes the leſs aware of Dan- 

ger, and the leſs upon our Guard as to Exceſs, as 
we are certain that it is no Way ſinful, but on the 
other Hand acceptable in the Sight of God, to va- 
lue the Excellent of the Earth, and to be delighted 
with their Converſe and Company. But even here 
we may exceed, and by an inordinate Regard to 
only Creatures and Inſtruments, we may be led 
aſtray from our God, or may not ſo much conſi- 
der, adore, and enjoy Him in them as we oughr. 
The Creature, the Inſtrument therefore of which we 
were too fond, and on which we relied too much, 
may be. removed from us in order to prevent that 
Sacrilege of our beſt Afﬀections, or that unwarrant- 
able withdrawment of a great Part of them from 
Heaven, which we were befare too apt to indulge. 
God has a Right to our entire Hearts, and unleſs 
we look to him, and own him in all our beſt Enjoy- 
ments, we may provoke him to remove them from 
us, and this he may do that he may bring us into 
more intimate Union with himſelf, and Dependence 
upon him, that the Creature may be thewn to be no- 
thing better than a Creature, and that he may be 
honoured and acknowledged as All in All. Peter, 
upon the Mount of Transfiguration, ſays, that jt 
wer good for them to be there, and was for making 
bes T abernacles, one for his Lord, one for Moſes, 
and one for Elias, but it is told us, be knew not uhu. 
He ſaid (7), and the bright Vifion : was. ſoon con- 
cluded. God may righteouſly, and indeed graci- 
ouſly remove Creatures, the beft of Creatures from 
us, if they draw off too much of the Current of 
our Affections from himfelf : the Ciftern breaki 
may endear to us the living Fountain: the 
finking may recommend us to the Rock of Ages. 

2 5 3 God 


&) Luke ix, 33. 
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God may take away this and the other created Ex- 
cellency that our Weakneſs has fer up as a Veib 
between Him and our Souls, that we may lie the 
more to his immediate Communications, and 
that we may better remember and practiſe out 
Duty, 10 love the Lord our God with all our Heart, 
With all aur Soul, with all. our died, and er 
aum Strengib (3). 

(5.) As by the Death. of 2 Encelloas of he 
Earth in the — Prime of their Days, we 
are taught that no Strength of Conſtitution, or E- 
minency, or Uſefulneſs, are Securities from Death, 
ſo we may hereby be excited the more diligently 
to attend to our Work, and prepare for our Diſ- 
miſſion, If we ſee others taken away younger and 
ſtronger than ourſelves, then what is the In N. 
but that we may be cut off as well as they, and 
indeed more eaſily than they? If we obſerve others 
more eminent and more ſerviceable than ourſelves, 
called away from Life, if their brighter Splendors 
and more extenſive Benefit to Mankind were no 
Protections from the Arreſt of Death, then what 
may we their Inferiors expect? We have no Ex- 
emption from Sickneſs, Pain, or ſudden Death, or 
Death in the midſt of our Days any more than 
others. If we had the Wiſdom of Solomon, or the 
Zeal and Uſefulneſs of St Paul, ſtill, like them, 
we ſhould be no better than mortal. Hear then 
the Voice of God to you, ſpeaking from the Aſhes 
of the Young, the Strong, the Learned, the emi- 
nently Pious and Uſeful, Stand with your Loins 
ha girded, and your Lamps burning. Give Dili- 
to make your —_ and F Election ſure. 
Work while it is Day; the Night comes when 
* n Man can work. Whatſoever thine- Hand 
* u to do, do it with thy might.“ 8 

i 


Mark xii. 30. 
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think that becauſe you are a Tree, even a Palm, 
or a Vine whoſe Fruit cheers both God and: Man (i), 
that therefore the Order will not be iſſued out, 
Hew down the Tree, cut off its Branches, and even 
pluck up its Roots. Flatter not yourſelf becauſe 
you are a Saint and Servant of God, or a Miniſter 
of ſome conſiderable Influence and Importance in 
the Church, that Death can have no Power over 
you; dream not of an abiding Place here; you dwell 
in a Tabernacle that may be ſoon taken down, even 
though it is a Tabernacle which is Holineſs to the 
Lord. Attend then to your Work; every Day 
look out for Death, and view yourſelf as at the 
Brink of the Grave, and at the Door of Eternity. 
(6.) By the Death of the Excellent of the Earth 
in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the 
midſt of their Services to God and his Church, 
we may be led to enquire, Whether there is no 
Anger expreſſed againſt us by their ſudden, and in 
reſpect of the common Age of Man, untimely 
Removal. eine enn ee 
As, (I.) We may do well to conſider whether 
there may not be ſome Judgments impending over 
us. If Ambaſſadors are called Home, it may be- 
come the Nation, where they were, to conſider 
whether a Rupture is not likely to enſue. Every 
good Man that is taken away from our World is 
a Loſs to it, a Deduction from its Worth, in pro- 
pon to his Goodneſs. There is a Loſs. of his 
uctions, his Example, and his Prayers. And 
if the beſt. of Men are cut off, the Loſs grows ſo 
much the greater, and our Apprehenſions of the 
divine Reſentment may very juſtly. be ſo much the 
more awakened. Doves fly Home to their Win- 
dows at the coming Storm. The Righteous periſbes 
and no Man lays it to Heart ; and merciful Men are 
taken 


0 Judges xi, 13. 
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taken away, none conſidering that the Righteous is 
taken away from the Evil to come (u). Lot leaves 
Sodom, and when he is gone the Floodgates of Ven- 
geance are ſet open, and the City is turned into 
Deſtruction. Do not let us think lightly of the 
Matter, that we. ſee the beſt of Men, Men that 
were holy Wreſtlers with God, and ſtood in the 
Breach to plead with him to turn away his Wrath, 
removed from our World in the midſt of their 
Days, eſpecially when fo few Servants and Saints 
of God remain behind, and the World is ſo gene- 
rally filled with Impiety, and all Manner of Wick- 
edneſs. Good Hegetiab, and after him good Jo- 
ſiab, muſt go to their Graves before the Deſtruc- 
tion cores upon Judab and Zernſalem. 

-. (4) And as we know not but the Deaths of the 
Excellent of the Earth in the midſt of their Days, 
and in the midſt of their Uſefulneſs, may portend - 
ſome Judgments from God coming upon us, ſo let 

us hence be excited the more earneſtly to | 
thetn, and pray for his merciful Regards to us. If 
the Hxcellent of the Earth are taken away, and 
taken away in the midſt of their Uſefulneſs, and 
if. in ſuch Diſpenſations of Providence, we may 
hear as it were, the firſt Alarms of the Almighty's 
Anger from his ſecret Place of Thunder, let us be 
the mote fervent in our Supplications that he would 
turn away his Anger, and not deal with us after 
dur Sins, nor reward us according to our Iniquities. 
 Fhe' more gloomy Apprehenſſon, the more appa- 
rent Dahger, the more ſhould we be excited to 
Prayer, lively and importunate Prayer Let us 
beg of God, and beg the more earneſtly, that he 
_*avild hay puſſion upon us, an that the 
Tokens of his Judgments may proceed no farther, 
and not continue upon us till the Judgments them- 
> 227 LG E T7) D * "71 | ſelves 
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ſelves deſcend upon us in a Storm of reſiſtleſs and 
overwhelming Vengeance. And, Pr, 

(3. As we know not but the Deaths of the Ex- 
cellent of the Earth, in the midſt of their Days 
'and Uſefulneſs, may be the Forerunners of ſome 
Judgments from God at the Door, let us prepare 
to meet our God if he ſhould come out againſt us 
in the Way of his Judgments. Do we hear the 
Sound of his Anger, and are there ſome awful 
Flaſhes, though at preſent at a Diſtance, that ſeem 
to ſignify a gathering Tempeſt, then let us pre- 
re to meet our God. Prepare to meet thy God, 

O Tfrael (). Let us gird our Chriſtian Armour 
cloſe about us. Let us ſtrengthen ourſelves in our 

God, and abound in the Exerciſes of a Depend- 
: ence upon him whoſe Grace only is ſufficient for us, 
and whoſe Strength alone can be perfected in our 
Weakneſs (x). Let us be in a Readineſs to follow 
our God at his Call- either through the Waters or 
Fires of Affliction, being as willing magnanimouſly 
- to ſuffer tor him, as we are chearfully to ſerve him, 
and not being at all ſhaken in Mind or Spirit by 
the moſt grievous Calamities and Trials of Life, 
having an inviolable Connection with, and a ſure 
Intereſt in him 4who will make all Things work toge- 
- ther for our Good (y), and who has promiſed us a 
better Life and a better World, after we have ſuf- 
fered awhile, even an Inberitance incorruptible, un- 
-defiled, and that fades not away (z), and an Admiſ- 
ſion into his Palace and Preſence where there is 
© Fulneſs'of Joy, and a Place at bis right Hand where 
are Pleaſures for evermore (a). i eden 
7.) By the Deaths of the Excellent of the Earth 
in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the 
(= Amos iv. 12. (x) 2 Cor. zi.g. 
Rom. viii. 28. [s) 1 Pet. i. 4. 

(a) Pſal. xvi. 11. en. 
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midſt of their Uſefulneſs, let us be excited to exert: 
ourſelves more vigorouſly and conſtantly to glorify 
God, and ſerve our Generation, than hitherto we. 
have done. Their Removal ſhews us that we may 
be removed, and ſo quickens us to our Duty, and 
their Loſs likewiſe, their Loſs to the World, ſhould 
alſo excite us to Duty, ſince, though there is as, 
much Work as ever, yet there are fewer Labourers 
to perform it. The more the World is impove- 
riſned, the more let us endeavour to enrich it. 
If an Army is thinned of its Numbers, let the Offi- 
cers, the Soldiers that remain, not be unwilling to 
go through double Service, and to exert themſelvts 
with a double Activity and Vigour. 
(8.) By the Removal of the Excellent of the 
Earth. in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and 
in the Height of their Uſefulneſs, we are ſure that 
we have loſt by their Departure from our World 
one Tie to Earth, and gained one Attachment 
more to Heaven. The Excellent of the Earth 
are taken away, our Friends, our Companions with 
whom we took ſweet Counſel. In every ſuch In- 
ſtance one more Bond to Earth and Time is con- 
. ſequently. broken. We are in one more degree de- 
tached from the Charms of the Creature, and here- 
by may come nearer, if we rightly improve the 
Providence, to a Deliverance from this World, 
that may have had too faſt an Hold of our Hopes 
and Affections. Had our pious: and excellent 
Friends ſtayed behind us, the Thought of parting 
from them, though but for a Time, might have 
thrown a Gloom upon our expiring Moments, and 
ſharpened the Sting of Death. But they are gone, 
and Life has loſt by the Departure of each of them 
one of its ſtrongeſt Engagements. And as we have 
dropt one Tie to Earth by their Removal, ſo we have 
gained one more Argument for Heaven. _— 
1 „ 


* 
* ww 


lets down one more Attractive, and a ſweet and 
powerful Attractive it is, to draw up our Hearts 
and Hopes to it; Heaven, where our immortal 
Treaſure lies, and whither our pious Friends are 

ne. Let us feel the Attachment, and the more 

eaven enlarges its glorious and bleſſed Company 
of Saints made perfect, the more let us look by 
Faith within the Veil, and the more ready let us 
be to follow our Brethren that have died in Chriſt 
to the World of Glory, that we may ſhare with 
them in their eternal Bleſſedneſs, and in the Joys of 
an intimate, perfect, and indiſſoluble Friendſnip. 
( 9.) And laſtly, Let the Removal of the Excel- 
lent of the Earth, in the Flower or Prime of their 
Days, and in the Meridian of their Uſefulneſs, 
2 us to importunate and inceſſant Prayer 
that God would pour out his Spirit upon ſuch of 
his Servants as remain, and upon our riſing Mi- 
niſtry, and riſing Generation. The Reſidue of the 
Spirit is with God, and it is a Reſidue copious 
enough to qualify and conſecrate ſuch as ſurvive, 
or ſuch as are entering into Life, and Service, with 
as eminent Gifts, and as eminent Graces, as thoſe 
| who are gone before us. O for the Spirit of the 

aſcended Elijabs to reſt upon our young Eliſbas | 
The Harveſt truly is great, hut tbe Labeurers are 


few; let us earneſtly and inceſſantly beſeech the Lord 


of the Harveſt that be would ſend forth Labourers 
into his Harveſt (b). O that God would kindle by 


his ' Almighty Breath, and a rich Un&ion from 


himſelf, bright and burning Lamps, to fill up the 
Places of thoſe which are removed from his Sanc- 
tuary below to ſhine in his Temple above! Let 
the Death of ſuch an eminent Servant of Chriſt as 


Mr Davies, in the Prime of his Age, and in the 


Height of his Uſefulneſs, ſtir us up to importunate 


(6) Matt. Ix. 37. 38. 
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and abundant Prayer that God would be pleaſed, in 
Compaſſion to qur World, to raiſe. up like Inſtru- 
ments of his Glory both in our Land, and where- 
ever his Name is known, ar there are any 1 5 
tunities to preach his Goſpel! O far the ęſcent 
of a double Portion of the Spirit upan ſurviving 
Miniſters, and upon all other Nurſeries of Religion 
and Learning at Home and Abroad! Hbepe ii 
the Lord God of Eljab ? He lives, ha is ſtill wich 
us, though Et ab is gone, To him therefore Jes 
us look, to him let us pray with holy Importugity 
and Zeal chat the Time, even the ſet Tims to fa 
vour his Zion may come. Let but tha Lord grue 
the Word, and pour out of his Spirit, and great 
Hall be the Number of thoſe that pupliſh it (6) Le 


bum but clolbe his Prieſts, with Salvalian, aud bis 


Peopte foal ſhout aloud for Tay (4). 6 110 we. ” 


And chus have I endeavopred, fram xatipus 
Conſiderations, to refplys this Problem in Prqvi- 
dence, Why the Excellent of thę Earth ſhauld 
6s, be taken away in the Flower or Prime of their 
Age, and from the moſt enlarged Spheres, of 
«+ Uſefulneſs, or what Inſtructions and-Improve- 
«. ment we may gather from ſuch ſeemingly. un- 
Kind and undeſirable Diſpenſatjonz. I pretend 
not to aſſign all the Reaſons of ſuch a Conduct in 
Deity, in that God who works all Things after the 
Caunſel of bis cum Mill, but yet paſiſhl TI'may 
have aſugned ſame, and ſame ſuch as. may ęgn- 
vince 1 — even theſe 5 and perhaps free 
que uppoſed impęnetrable are nat. 
without the evident Traces of the divine Wilen, 
Righteouſneſs, and Mercy upon them to a duly 
obſerving Eye, ſo that we may not only as the 


Voice of Faith, but as the Confeſſion of Experi- 


le) Plal. Ixviii. 11. (d) Pfal. ,. 16. 


ence, fay, I know, O Lord, that thy Judgments are 
right, and that thou in Faithfulne/s haft affliied 
me (). 
l ſhall only add, that whether we can or cannot 
inveſtigate the Motives in the Counſels of a holy, 
wiſe, and merciful God, why ſuch Providences 
ſhould take place, as the Removal of the Excellent 
of the Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days, 
and in the Height of their Uſefulneſs, yet two 
Things methinks are indiſpenfible Duties upon us 
in much Diſpenſations, Congratulation and Submiſ- 
un. Congratulation that our pious Friends are 
gone to a better World, for as one ſays , Was 
« not Self- love too predominant, and our Faith 
« of inviſible Realities too weak, we ſhould re- 
« joice at a pious Relative (or Friend's) Admiſſion 
<« into the Society of the Bleſſed. We congratu- 
<« late them upon ſome petty Advantage gained 
« 'in this low State of Being, and again we mourn 
« their Advancement to the higheſt Degree of 
Honour and Felicity, becauſe out of our Ken 
TL rd, and; prepoſterous” Creatures are 
„ wel”. = Won 
The other Duty is Submiſſion. Submiſſion to the 
high and holy, though awful Will of Heaven. 
Patience has its Hour of Exertion and Effulgence 
in the Darkneſs of Providence, and the Seaſon of 
our greateſt Trials. ©. Father, not my Will but thine 
be done, how glorious, how pleaſant to hear from 
under the Preffures of the ſoreſt Afflictions! 1 
have often thought of the noble Speech of the 
r of Cambray, who, when he heard the 
News of the Duke of Burgundy's Death, to whom 


e 
K's: [aw fer the * _ Samuel Holden, Eſq; | 4.4900 
in a Funeral Diſcourſe of Dr Benjamin Colman's for wor- 
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he had been Preceptor, and for whom he had the 
moſt tender Affection, burſt into Tears, but yet 
preſently ſaid, If I knew that by the Turn of a 
<« Straw I could recover him to Life, and yet at 
<« the ſame Lime was aſſured that it, was con 

« to the Will of God, I would not do it.” O 
for a complacential Acquieſcence in the divine Dil- 
4 O for the meek and chearful Surrender of 
our Wills to the Will of our God! This Tem- 
per how loyal and dutiful, and how comfortable 
and happy! May this, be our Experience till Faith 
is turned into Sight, and Hope and Patience ſhall 
be ſwallowed up in boundleſs and everlaſting Frui- 
-tion and Joy! JEL Aeup 
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